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"Kalamazoo?" director David O´Malley answers questions and
talks about his film and how much fun he had making it during a 
speech at Willard Library Tuesday evening. 

If you go

 WHAT: The movie "Kalamazoo?," directed by Lakeview 
High School graduate David O'Malley; produced by sisters 
Joanna Clare Scott and Dana Kowalski, both Kalamazoo 
Central graduates, as well as O'Malley; stars Clare Scott, 
Mayim Bialik and Josie Davis.
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For film's director, promos are reunions
Howie Magner 
The Enquirer 

The director whose film is about a high school reunion just happened to have 
an impromptu reunion of his own.

David O'Malley, director and co-producer of "Kalamazoo?" as well as a 1962 
Lakeview High School graduate, was back in his hometown Tuesday night at 
Willard Public Library. The California resident showed up to chat about his 
latest film, which opens Friday at five area theaters, and a lot of old friends 
showed up to listen.

About 60 people — a
third of them fellow '62
Lakeview classmates —
watched assorted clips
and slides from the film,
then engaged in a
question-and-answer
session with the cheerful
O'Malley. And as he
started answering one of
those questions, he
paused in sudden
recognition of who asked
it.

"Oh my God, that's my 
English teacher!" he 
exclaimed in surprise. "I 
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 WHEN: Opens Friday.

 WHERE: Five area theaters — Battle Creek's West
Columbia 7, Kalamazoo 10, ADA Lowell 5, Grand Haven 9
and Holland 7.

 INFORMATION: www.kalamazoothemovie.com. 

got in a lot of trouble in her class."

These days, instead of making trouble, O'Malley makes movies. His latest 
one has southwest Michigan abuzz with anticipation.

Filmed on location in the city which bears its name, "Kalamazoo?" is the 
brainchild of sisters Joanna Clare Scott and Dana Kowalski, both Kalamazoo 
Central High School graduates.

The film stars Clare Scott, Mayim Bialik (television's "Blossom") and Josie 
Davis (from television's "Charles in Charge, "Beverly Hills 90210") as three 
friends returning to Kalamazoo for their 10-year high school reunion.

The movie debuts locally on Friday at the West Columbia 7 theater and 
O'Malley is spending this week making various promotional appearances.

But Tuesday night's appearance in Battle Creek felt less like publicity work 
and more like one of the Lakeview reunions O'Malley religiously attends 
every five years.

He not only gave insight into the making of "Kalamazoo?" and offered advice 
for budding filmmakers. He also shared stories with the audience about 
youthful days working for Kellogg's as a Raisin Bran counter and Froot Loops 
inspector.

But friends in that audience knew his future wasn't in the cereal industry.

"He was shooting movies back in junior high school. Been doing it for years," 
said schoolmate Brian Doyle. "He always had a camera."

Back then, it was a tiny 8 mm camera. These days, the tools are a tad more 
advanced, but not every project O'Malley does is a feature-length motion 
picture like "Kalamazoo?"

Once he put together a class video for one of those Class of '62 Lakeview 
reunions.

"It's like family more than a class," O'Malley said.

And families have reunions, too.

Howie Magner is a senior features writer. He can be reached at 
269-966-0675 or hmagner@battlecr.gannett.com.

Originally published April 5, 2006
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