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It's a rare film that begins with a sound bite of Mike McKelly on the WRKR morning show and a montage of 
Kalamazoo landmarks, and that alone may be reason enough for local moviegoers to see ``Kalamazoo?'' -- 
the comedy that was shot here in the summer of 2004 and is now open in area theaters.  

After all, there were people who went to 1996's ``Flirting with Disaster'' just to see the brief shot of the 
Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International Airport, and there's considerably more of Kalamazoo -- `̀ home of 
paper, pharmaceuticals and celery,'' as one character says -- in ``Kalamazoo?''  

There are several other reasons to check out the film as well, most notably Joanna Clare Scott's winning 
performance as Joan, a 1994 Kalamazoo Central graduate who left town to pursue a dream of being a 
movie star, but finds herself, 10 years later, an unemployed actress who lives in London.  

Scott, who also produced and wrote the screenplay, has handed herself a challenging role -- her co-stars 
Josie Davis and Mayim Bialik have less emotional ground to cover -- and she turns in an impressive, well-
rounded portrait of a woman in the throes of a not-quite-mid-life crisis.  

Some of the movie's strongest moments come in its first half, as former classmates Joan, Maggie (Bialik) 
and Carol (Davis) spend some time together prior to their official class reunion. Whether they're munching 
donuts at Sweetwater's Donut Mill or quaffing Amber Ales at Bell's Eccentric Cafe, the actresses have an 
easy rapport and are entirely believable as old friends. Their current situations are also quickly and 
convincingly established: Maggie is a nurse in Chicago who has devoted herself to her career, while Carol 
has little to show for her post-high-school life except plenty of parking tickets and a devil-may-care attitude 
she uses as a defense mechanism.  

The relationships between the three and their reconnections over the course of a hectic weekend would 
have provided more than enough material for a screenplay. But ``Kalamazoo?'' is nothing if not ambitious.  

In addition to laying out the potentially life-changing developments each of the women is facing, the movie 
ventures into the realm of fantasy, saddling each of the trio with a guardian-angel grandmother. Eleanor 
(Claire Bloom), Golda (Renee Taylor) and Giannina (Chita Rivera) take a leave of absence from heaven to 
assist Maggie, Carol and Joan as they hunt for a time capsule that will be opened at the reunion, an artifact 
that could bring embarrassment for each of them, particularly Joan.  

Supernatural whimsy is difficult to pull off, and although Bloom, Rivera and Taylor are charming, the angelic 
interludes stop the movie cold. It's a subplot the film doesn't need, and the shakiest scenes in 
``Kalamazoo?'' involve the ``search and destroy mission,'' in which Joan, Carol and Maggie, who have been 
established as intelligent, capable women, must suddenly start behaving like the Three Stooges.  

Director David O'Malley is much better at setting up the movie's quieter, subtler sequences than he is at 
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staging slapstick, and the broader, brassier characters in the film's second half -- such as Jennifer Willison's 
condescending, snippy Sheryl -- are neither funny nor believable. Why would Joan, who has a seemingly 
great husband and a comfortable life in London, quiver in the shadow of  

Sheryl, whose major claim to fame seems to be playing the title role in the Civic Theatre's ``Evita''?  

O'Malley might also have exercised a firmer hand on some of the supporting cast, a few of whom play their 
brief roles as if they were auditioning for a wild farce. They might have taken their cues instead from Dana 
E. Kowalski, who's a hoot as a silently surly waitress, or Jeff Patterson, as a stuttering nerd, both of whom 
create amusing characters with a minimum of effort.  

When the action calms down, ``Kalamazoo?'' picks up, sending out a few points about the place of women 
in the post-feminist era and making a strong argument for the power of friendship.  

``Eccentricity in a town called Kalamazoo -- who would have thought?'' Joan cracks.  

``Kalamazoo?'' is full of eccentricity all right, and the worst anybody can accuse screenwriter Scott of is 
having had a surplus of ideas. That's a problem many writers wish they had.  

[review]  

``Kalamazoo?'' (PG-13) HHH -- The only feature filmed entirely on location in Kalamazoo is an ambitious 
comic fantasy with some strong performances. Playing at Kalamazoo 10 and W. Columbia 7 in Battle 
Creek.  
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