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A homecoming full of heart 
Howie Magner  
The Enquirer  
 
 
The movie "Kalamazoo?" hits area theaters in a 
limited opening on Friday, including Battle 
Creek's West Columbia 7. It's directed by 
Lakeview High School graduate David O'Malley. 

Of all the typical "Let's do lunch" meetings that 
fill Hollywood eateries every day, these three 
were lucky enough to end up at this one.  

There was Joanna Clare Scott and Dana 
Kowalski, two sisters wanting to produce their 
first movie.  

There was David O'Malley, a director looking to 
work on a movie.  

Were they all in for a surprise.  

Unbeknownst to the director, the movie was set 
in Kalamazoo, where the sisters grew up.  

Meanwhile, unbeknownst to the producers, the 
director grew up in Battle Creek.  

When those unknowns became known, well...  

"I almost," O'Malley said, "fell out of my chair."  

Now the trio hopes you'll fall out of yours. 
Laughing, that is.  

The result of that serendipitous meeting, a movie 
called "Kalamazoo?" hits theaters in a limited 
opening on Friday. Five area cinemas are 
showing it, including Battle Creek's West 

 
For the Enquirer 
 
Former "Charles in Charge" star Josie Davis and 
former "Blossom" star Mayim Bialik co-star in 
"Kalamazoo?"  

If you go 

WHAT: The movie "Kalamazoo?," 
directed by Lakeview High School 
graduate David O'Malley; produced by 
sisters Joanna Clare Scott and Dana 
Kowalski, both Kalamazoo Central 
graduates, as well as O'Malley; stars 
Clare Scott, Mayim Bialik and Josie 
Davis. 
 

WHEN: Opens Friday. 
 

WHERE: Five area theaters — Battle 
Creek's West Columbia 7, Kalamazoo 
10, ADA Lowell 5, Grand Haven 9 and 
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Columbia 7, and a red-carpet premiere goes on-
screen tonight just after midnight at the 
Kalamazoo 10.  

The filmmakers hope to build on the limited 
release, eventually showing the film throughout 
Michigan, the Midwest and the nation. But this 
weekend, their focus is a local one.  

It's been about three years since O'Malley, a 
Lakeview High School graduate, met with the 
sisters. It's been some five years since 
Kalamazoo Central High School grads Kowalski 
and Clare Scott, who wrote the script, got the 
whole project rolling.  

Now, after constantly being on the go to make 
the film a reality, they can finally enjoy the fruits 
of their labor.  

"Hopefully," Clare Scott said, "this premiere and 
release will finally be our chance to just sit back 
and look at what we created."  

What they've created is a feature-length comedy 
centered on three friends attending their 10-year 
high school reunion in Kalamazoo. Shot on 
location in the city, the independent film was 
produced for less than $2 million, but got plenty 
of bang for the buck.  

"Most people who see the film and know that it 
was shot for under $2 million are very surprised 
because it looks like it was shot for a lot more," 
Clare Scott said.  

Mayim Bialik, all grown up since being a child 
star in the NBC television series "Blossom," 
plays one of the friends. Josie Davis, equally 
grown up after her childhood television role on 
"Charles in Charge," reprises another friend and 
Clare Scott plays the third.  

Other supporting roles feature Michael Boatman 
("Spin City," "Arli$$"), Claire Bloom ("As the 
World Turns," "Crimes and Misdemeanors"), 
Dee Wallace ("E.T.: The Extra Terrestrial") and 
Broadway actress Chita Rivera ("West Side 
Story," "Bye Bye Birdie").  

For Bialik, who bridged the time since her 
"Blossom" days by going for a doctorate in 
neuroscience, the movie basically marks a new 
start for her adult acting career. It's a start she's 
thrilled with.  

"I thought it would be a fun thing to get my toes 
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The poster of the movie "Kalamazoo?" 
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Sisters and producers Joanna Clare Scott, left, and 
Dana E. Kowalski on the set of "Kalamazoo?" 

Holland 7. 
 

INFORMATION, TRAILERS: 
www.kalamazoothemovie.com.  
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wet again," Bialik said. "It's a feel-good movie, a 
friendship movie, and it seemed like a lot of fun."  

Filming on location in Kalamazoo only added to 
the experience. Besides giving the film a true 
southwest Michigan feel, the city made it a 
special homecoming for Kowalski, Clare Scott 
and O'Malley.  

"They rolled out the red carpet for us and were 
so cooperative and friendly, just made it a terrific 
experience," O'Malley said. "You'll see that 
Michigan has its own personality and identity. 
You can tell this was not shot in Los Angeles."  

Not that Los Angeles didn't play its role. There 
was, after all, that lunch table.  

But the heart of this movie is southwest 
Michigan, and Friday that heart hits home.  

"I'm nervous, but nervous in a good way," Clare 
Scott said. "We're excited to finally bring this 
back to the people."  

Howie Magner is senior features writer. He can 
be reached at 269-966-0675 or 
hmagner@battlecr.gannett.com.  
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For Mayim Bialik, left, here with Joanna Clare Scott 
and Josie Davis, working on "Kalamazoo?" was a 
chance for her to make a new start in adult acting. 
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