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REVIEW
Movie's got that K'zoo flavor
Howie Magner 
The Enquirer 

What starts as a search for a high school time capsule turns into a search for what's important in life.

That's the gist of "Kalamazoo?," the new film about three women returning to the Southwest Michigan 
town for their 10-year reunion. And the movie's final message should help it resonate beyond city limits.

Directed by Lakeview High School graduate David O'Malley, who co-produced the movie with 
Kalamazoo Central grads Joanna Clare Scott and Dana Kowalski, "Kalamazoo?" hits the bull's-eye in 
capturing the town's unique flavor. The opening scenes are an audio and visual smorgasbord of 
Kalamazoo references.

A WRKR 107.7 FM disc jockey welcomes you in with Kalamazoo K-Wings news. Meanwhile, the 
camera makes a whirlwind tour of the city that, as one character says, "is just big enough that you won't 
run into anyone you know, but you better make sure you look good just in case you do."

Filmed on location, the film leans heavily on local landmarks, ranging from the Kalamazoo Civic Theatre 
to Bronson Park to local eateries such as Bell's Eccentric Cafe and Sweetwater's Donut Mill.

Area residents also will relate to several inside jokes, none more insightful than the effect of sharing your 
downtown thoroughfares with slow-moving freight trains.

But if "Kalamazoo?" was simply an extended ad for the Chamber of Commerce, you'd find it on DVD at 
your local travel agency and not on the silver screen. This film has far more substance and delivers it with 
more than a few laughs.

The main characters — Maggie, Carol and Joan — are back in Kalamazoo for the upcoming reunion.
They soon realize that a time capsule filled with their predictions of the future is due to be opened, and
not wanting their unmet expectations publicized, they plot to steal the capsule.

With some unseen help from the sympathetic spirits of their late grandmothers (Chita Rivera, Claire
Bloom and Renée Taylor), the women put their plan into action. In the process, we see each character
deal individually with her own private issues.

Maggie (Mayim Bialik of "Blossom" fame) is the child of bickering parents who color her views on 
marriage and family life.

Carol (Josie Davis of "Charles in Charge" and "Beverly Hills 90210") clashes with a 
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business-before-family mother who disapproves of her daughter's rudderless ways.

Joan (Clare Scott) has parents who rollick through life as wannabe stage actors, which only serves to 
remind Joan of her own unfulfilled acting goals.

As the women confront their shared and separate dilemmas, the film takes a turn from comedy to drama.

But it's a turn worth taking and the outcome makes the road worth following, even if those roads are 
temporarily blocked by a few slow-moving freight trains.

In the end, it's a film that leaves you smiling, and not just because of the bloopers that role with the closing 
credits.

Howie Magner is a senior features writer. He can be reached at 269-966-0675 or 
hmagner@battlecr.gannett.com.


